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GRAY’S BEST awards are anticipated by long-time readers of Gray’s Sporting Journal and coveted 
by hunting and angling manufacturers. The reason? GRAY’S BEST carries the weight of authentic 
sincerity. Many sporting magazines publish an end-of-the-year roundup of new products. Gray’s
publishes a distinguished selection. 

Our editors cover areas of expertise and experience—Angling, Shooting, Apparel, and Ac-
cessories—and select gear that not only makes good � rst impressions, but also satis� es during 
repeated use. We make choices of our own volition, absent encouragement and incentive from 
the manufacturers. Further, GRAY’S BEST winners deliver on the claims of their makers but also 
have an extra attribute, an extra something that triggers a tenor of feel, remembrance or aesthetic, 
and can be de� ned only as...satisfying. Much like Gray’s itself.
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CAESAR GUERINI INVICTUS

It’s not often one can use the word “remarkable” to describe a 
new shotgun, but the Caesar Guerini Invictus 12-gauge com-
petition over/under is one of those times. I was with a couple 

of guys who, tiring of Skeet on a sweltering August day, wanted to 
shoot a round of trap. Sure, says I, why not? I hadn’t so much as 
pulled the trigger on the Invictus yet, so I took it to the line just 
as it was and, using the lower (I/C) barrel, proceeded to break the 
� rst 13 targets I saw and � nished with a 22. Normally, a new gun 
presents some hitches that require you to adjust: trigger pull, comb 
height, that kind of thing. Not the Invictus. � e redesigned trigger 
mechanism was crisp, the gun was responsive and, altogether, it did 
nothing to get in the way. Opening, closing, ejecting, all smooth as 
glass, and the gun even has an adjustable forend that allows you to set 
the sti� ness the way you like it. Guerini says the gun’s revolutionary 
modular construction has solved the problem of break-action guns 
wearing out (coming “o�  the face”) and that it will last, not just your 
lifetime, but several more, all the while breaking every clay at which 
it gets a fair chance. No way to measure that, but I’ve seen nothing 
to suggest otherwise. Oh, I almost forgot to mention, it’s classically, 
stylishly, beautiful. Starting at $22,000, it’s not cheap, but amortized 
over several lifetimes? A bargain. www.gueriniusa.com

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY 
MODEL 2020 BOUNDARY

T hree years ago, we awarded a Gray’s Best to Spring� eld 
Armory’s Model 2020 Waypoint, a semi-tactical style 
hunting and target ri� e. It was, and is, a great ri� e, but as 

a tool for traditional hunting, it left a few things to be desired—
especially for a hunter who likes to walk and climb to impossible 
places, and shoot from tricky positions. Spring� eld has followed up 
the Waypoint with the Boundary ($2,599). It corrects failings our 
backpacking editor found with the Waypoint: It has a traditional 
magazine with a hinged � oorplate, and an almost-classic style AG 
Composites stock in discreet camou� age, that is comfortable for 
shooting from any impossible position. Its carbon � bre-wrapped 
barrel is light, contributing to an overall weight of just nine pounds, 
loaded with scope. It’s chambered in serious hunting cartridges, 
such as the .300 Winchester and 7mm Remington Magnums 
and has Spring� eld’s .75 MOA accuracy guarantee. To tame these 
beasts in such a light ri� e, it incorporates a removable muzzle brake. 
� e integral Picatinny rail allows the scope to be moved forward 
or back easily. Best of all, the Boundary has one of the best trigger 
pulls encountered on any factory ri� e. It’s a TriggerTech, adjustable 
from 2.5 to 5.0 pounds. Combined with the Boundary’s lightning-
quick lock time of a mere 1.9 milliseconds, this is a ri� e that acts 
as a silky conduit between you and your target, instead of getting 
in the way. I wish I could think of something bad to say. Oh, well.
www.spring� eld-armory.com
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